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enormous difficulties and theprobabilitiesof very imper-
fect success. I cannot think that the promised land
of which we are taking a Pisgah sight is so near or the
view so satisfactory as might be wished. A mirage
like that which attended our predecessors may still be
exercising illusions for us ; and I anticipate less an
immediate fruition, than a beginning of another long
cycle of wanderings through a desert, let us hope
rather more fertile than that which we have passed. If
this be something of a confession you may easily
explain it by personal considerations. In an old
controversy which I was reading the other day, one
of the disputants observed that his adversary held
that the woi'ld was going from bad to worse. " I do
not wonder at the opinion," he remarks; "for I am
every day more tempted to embrace it myself, since
every day I am leaving youth further behind." I am
old enough to feel the force of that remark. With-
out admitting senility, I have lived long enough,
that is, to know well that for me the brighter happi-
ness is a thing of the past; that I have to look back
even to realise what it means; and to feel that a
sadder colouring is conferred upon the internal world
by the eye "which hath kept watch o'er man's mor-
tality ". I have watched the brilliant promise of
many contemporaries eclipsed by premature death ;
and have too often had to apply Newton's remark,